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Alumni Foundation raises fee
Administrative fee dips into university’s donated funds
By ALYSSA SCHAFER
Editor

From now on, the Alumni
Foundation will be keeping
a few cents more out of each
donated dollar that passes
through its office.
The
MSUM
Alumni
Foundation’s
24-member Board of Directors has
approved a proposal to increase
the Foundation’s administrative fee from 4 percent to 8
percent, a total increase of
about $60,000 annually.

“This was necessitated by
our need to increase our operating budget and, unfortunately, that’s one of the ways
that we can do it is to increase
our administrative fee,”
MSUM Alumni Foundation
Executive Vice President
Patrick Hundley said.
This increase means that out
of all the donations that enter
the university through the
Foundation, 8 percent will go
to support the Foundation’s
day-to-day operations.
In the past few years, opera-

tional expenses have pushed
the
Foundation
beyond
what its budget can handle,
Hundley said.
According to the Alumni
Foundation’s FY 2007 audit,
the Foundation’s total net
assets show growth, but its
unrestricted fund shows
expenses that exceed its revenue.
“The financial experts that
are on the (Foundation) Board
don’t want to see a deficit and
they are trying to be proactive
and to make an assessment of

what should be done to make
sure that doesn’t happen,”
President Roland Barden said.
According
to
the
Foundation’s audit, “Your
unrestricted net assets now
approximate $255,000. The
problem that looms for you is,
if you continue to have losses in your unrestricted fund,
you will have to use restricted
resources to fund operations.
This would be a serious violation of donor intent.”

A helping hand
Low-income pet
service aims to
decrease feral
cat populations
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House of
‘Honors’

Honors Program
students study
well in Snarr
By TIM STULKEN
Staff Writer

amanda braud / the advocate

Oxford professor Allan Chapman bows as MSUM students and faculty give him a standing ovation
after his lecture “Does Science Change Religion?” last Thursday night in the Science Lab.

God versus Darwin

Oxford professor suggests they need not quarrel
By MICHAEL JOHNSON
Staff Writer

Science and religion have
had a troubled relationship for
centuries.
It has been said that we
should let science answer
the “hows” and let religion
answer the “whys,” but, in
rare cases, someone says “let’s
work together.”
Students, faculty and others
filled the lecture room in the
Science Lab beyond capacity
last Thursday night to hear an
exuberant lecture titled, “Does
Science Challenge Religion?”
The lecture, delivered by
Allan Chapman from Wadham
College of Oxford University
in England, showed how science and religion have worked
together over history and how
this relationship has benefited
the world.

Chapman, a historian by
trade, pulled examples from
history, showing how science
and religion are intertwined.
Darwinism, for example, showed how Earth was
improving on its own. In the
Genesis narrative, it suggests
that God is an absent landlord.
“Darwin shows that it’s
not only a self-improving
world, but God is also a caring and improving landlord,”
Chapman said.
According to Chapman, the
general argument against his
way of thinking is that science
is the absolute truth and once
we leave behind religion, the
constant source of war and
trouble, the future will be perfect.
Chapman said, “Atheists
don’t fight, atheists are lovable little creatures.”

He then said what happened in the most intellectual
and scientifically advanced
countries of Europe when religion was removed, “On the
third of August 1914, all havoc
broke loose.”
He explains how World
War I was the war of science because it was fought to
remove religion, or unreason,
to make way for the age of
reason.
“If you remove a sense of
the divine from civilization
then man is not necessarily a
creature of reason. The wild
barbaric beast comes out. And
what do you do than?” he
asked.
The
current
standing
between science and religion
was also brought up.

lecture, to page 10

Most dorm dwellers know
how easy it is to get distracted by the frenzy of friends
and homework-free fun that
often strikes residence hall
students.
The Honors Program’s new
“living learning environment”
is based on the idea that, if
students are put in environments where they both live
and learn, the importance of
learning will become more
apparent.
“Studies have shown that
students who live in living
learning environments, much
like the honors housing, experience benefits such as an
increase of half a letter grade
in classes,” Honors Program
Director Stephen Hamrick
said.
Studies like these have lead
some to believe the best course
of action would be to require
incoming freshmen entering
the Honors Program to live in
a dormitory dedicated to the
program.
Hamrick said the benefits are
so great that there is a possibility of making the—currently
optional—housing required.
However, this requirement is
still only a possibility.
“We expect growth in the
area of the honors housing,”
Hamrick said. “There is currently only one floor, but we
may have to expand to other
floors, or perhaps even one
of the smaller dorms, as more
students realize the benefits of
this housing opportunity.”

honors, to page 11

Shaking Foundation
Alumni Foundation
needs more money,
but scholarships
shouldn’t suffer

Opinion, page 4

Snakes Alive!
Campus hosts
several visitors
today, including
a reptile expert
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Splitting matches
Dragons defeat
Bemidji last week,
but later fall
to Concordia St. Paul

Sports, page 9
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Report
10.2-10.9

10.2 Computer misuse in
Library
10.2 Simple assault in Nelson
10.2 911 hang-up in
Foundation Annex
10.2 Unsecured door in
Lommen
10.2 Suspicious activity at
Center for Business
10.2 Missing persons in Center
for the Arts
10.2 Unsecured door in Grier
10.3 911 hang-up in Nemsek
10.3 Alcohol offenses in Snarr
10.3 Suspicious activity in
Nelson
10.3 Suspicious activity in
Hagen
10.3 Suspicious activity in Dahl
10.3 Suspicious activity in
Holmquist
10.3 Unsecured door in Center
for the Arts
10.4 Unsecured door in Weld
10.5 Vandalism in Library
10.6 Alcohol offenses in
Grantham
10.8 Theft/ larceny in Nelson
10.8 Theft/ larceny in Lot S
10.9 Unsecured door in
Maintenance Building
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News Briefs

Al Franken visits
campus during rally

Democrat Al Franken will
be on campus from 10 a.m.
to 11 a.m. today (Thursday,)
in the CMU ballroom as part
of his bid on the Senate seat
currently held by incumbant
republican Norm Coleman.
This event is sponsored by the
MSUM College Democrats.

This spring break,
visit France

An informational meeting
about a spring break trip to
Paris will be held at 4 p.m
Oct. 18 in CMU 214. Students
may register for French 290
to obtain one or two credits.
The group will leave Fargo on
Feb. 29 and return on March 9.
Faculty, staff and students are
invited on the trip.

McGrath poet reads
from her work

Poet Sun Yung Shin, Twin
Cities author of “Skirt Full
of Black” will read from
her work at 8 p.m. today
(Thursday), as a feature of the
Tom McGrath Visiting Writers
Series. She’ll also give a talk
on the writer’s craft at 4 p.m.
today. Both events will be held
in CMU 101. Born in Seoul,
South Korea, she grew up in
a Chicago suburb and now
teaches English at the Perpich
Center for Arts Education.

Quit smoking and
win money

Quit smoking for the month
of November and enter a
drawing to win a $2,000 gift
card. Deadline for entry is Oct.
31. Learn more at www.quitandwin.umn.edu. Participants
will be offered resources to
assist them in quitting.

Employers visit
Tri-college career fair

The Tri-College Internship
& Career Fair is fast approaching and it’s time for students
to register for the free event.
Students can do so at the
Career Services Office in CMU
114. The fair will be held from
11 a.m to 3 p.m. on Nov. 13 at
the Ramada Plaza Suites in
Fargo and will be featuring
more than 80 employers.
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Giant book sale on
campus

The Library has been the
recipient of a huge donation
of hardcover and paperback
books for children and young
adults. These include used as
well as new books. Books not
needed by the Library will
be sold to the general public.
Sales will be held in the lobby
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m every
Friday from Oct. 12 through
Nov. 16. Books will be sold
alphabetically by author. The
Oct. 12 sale will be for author’s
names from A to C.

Business workshop
looks at Grants

A workshop for small businesses on Innovation Research
and Technology Transfer programs will be held from 3 p.m.
to 5:15 p.m. Oct. 22 in CB 103
The focus will be on using federal grants to fund high-risk
innovative technology. The
cost is $20. To register, contact
Joyce Pellow at joyce.pellow@
state.mn.us or at (651) 2597444.

Play a sport this
winter at MSUM

Intramural sports registration for winter session one
runs until Oct. 25. The sports
for winter session one are volleyball 4 on 4, basketball 5
on 5, kickball, dodgeball and
hockey. Check out the Web
site www.mnstate.edu/intramurals to register. Students
should bring their IDs to
games. Participants can check
in Nemzek room 119.

Could you be a
pilgrim?

Many families hold the tradition that they are descended
from the Pilgrims, which often
kindles an interest in finding out more. The Society of
Mayflower Descendants in the
State of North Dakota invites
the community to join them
in their 60th Anniversary
Celebration at 1 p.m Sunday
at the Hjemkomst Center. The
event will feature Steve Stark
as Pilgrim William Brewster.
Call (701) 232-1085 or (218)
236-5077 for more information. The event is free.

Jessalyn Brown / The Advocate

Rebekah Wieklund, Kimberly Swol and JyColette Herald-Gordan and sang
karaoke during the Dragons after Dark night hosted by CAB on Friday.

Security update
with Parks

GROUP FIGHT

On Friday, Sept. 28 at about
1:11 a.m., chaos broke out outside the CMU when a group
of 20 to 30 men gathered in a
group fight.
According to Michael Parks,
director of campus security, the
group was going to fight over
the intentions of a female.
Campus security and the
city police arrived and broke
up the group before anyone
had a chance to throw any
punches.

BALLARD PRANKS

Vandalism took place in
Ballard on Sept. 28. Tampons,
ketchup, toilet paper and
Vaseline covered the doors
and halls of the building.
The people involved were
not charged by the city, but
they were forced to clean up
the mess and report to judicial
services on campus.

When it comes to vandalism, campus security looks at
each one on a case by case
basis to determine the outcome, Parks said.
Some people may be formally charged for an offense and
others might not. It depends
on all the contributing factors.

HOMECOMING

MSUM did see a slight
increase in alcohol offenses
over the past couple weekends,
but Parks said it was nothing
to worry about because it was
just a slight increase.
There are many factors that
play a role in the increase of
drinking offenses. People tend
to get a little more rambunctious during homecoming
weekends. There is tailgating,
nice weather and the victory
at the game.
“Our students behave themselves rather well here,” Parks
said.
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alumni, from front
If donors restrict funds and
stipulate that their money be
given to a specific department,
the Alumni Foundation cannot use those funds to pay for
its operating expenses.
Essentially, the Foundation
needs more unrestricted funds
to help pay for its operations.
“We budgeted $17,500 for
mailing and postage this
year, and we’ve already spent
$22,000,” Hundley said.
“(Unrestricted) money is
a gift to the Foundation for
the benefit of the university,
since the students and faculty and staff and programs of
the university is the only beneficiary that our Foundation
can assist,” President Roland
Barden said.
Because of the administrative fee increase, 6 percent
of the 8 percent administrative fee will go toward the
Foundation’s operating budget, increasing the operations
funding by approximately
$30,000.
The remaining 2 percent
of the administrative fee,
also totaling approximately
$30,000, will go into a special
reserve fund.
Hundley hopes this reserve
fund will provide financial
security for the organization.
“We had a deficit last year of
about $20,000, so (the administrative fee increases) should
address that, plus allow some

News
(money) to go into the reserve
fund to try to increase the
reserves,” Hundley said.
In
addition,
Hundley
requested that the Foundation’s
annual administrative fee
of 1.25 percent for a university endowment balance be
increased to 2 percent, for a
gain of approximately $42,000.
Again, with the funds going
to support the Foundation’s
operating expenses.
Gina Monson, director of
admissions, said that it is
important for the Foundation
to eventually replace the funds
that it is taking.
“If you’re going to pull 4
percent back into staffing,
structure and so forth, the goal
should be to increase the bottom line of what you bring
in,” Monson said. “We don’t
want our students hurt by
this. We want to continue to
attract the best, the brightest
and the most (students) to this
campus.”
“We need to do a better job
with our alumni relations, so
the people who can afford to
give us $500, will,” Hundley
said.
“I think you have to work
smarter with the dollars that
you have, because the bottom
line goal for the Foundation is
to keep those scholarships up.
The bottom line for me is to
bring in a good, full class.”
Hundley said that the

approximately $500,000 that
MSUM gives away each year
in scholarships comes from
funds that are already established and endowed, but also
from yearly donations from
alumni and other donors.
“Out of a million dollars,
there is $80,000 that could go
to scholarships, and it is, but
that’s $80,000 going toward
us going out and asking for
another million dollars in
scholarships,” Hundley said.
“We’ll replace those dollars,
I promise you, from somewhere, somehow.”
MSUM Business Manager
Mark Rice said it is possible
to make a donation to the university without going through
the Foundation.
“As a political subdivision
of the state of Minnesota, we
have a right to take in funds
directly,” Rice said.
So, donors may present
donations directly to President
Barden, as a gift to the university, he said.
“If (donors) contribute
money and they want it to be
used toward a specific purpose, such as scholarships,
that’s how we use the money,”
Rice said.
No administrative fees are
taken out of funds that are
donated directly to the university.
Schafer can be reached
at alyssaschafer@hotmail.com.
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Advocate editorial board
Ben Sailer
Opinion Editor

MSUM Alumni
Foundation
redirects funds,
with promise to
give back later
In light of the Alumni Foundation’s recent proposal
to increase its take out of the money that is donated
to MSUM, especially to the university’s unrestricted
funds—donated money that does not have a specific
purpose stipulated by the donor—students should
know how this will affect student scholarships.

By increasing its administrative fee from 4 to 8 percent, the Alumni Foundation will gain approximately
$60,000 for its operations and “reserve” budget annually—money that might have otherwise gone toward
scholarships.
It is the Alumni Foundation’s responsibility to secure
donations to the university and, no doubt, there are
significant costs associated with that responsibility.
Its employees travel extensively and work to bring
money home to MSUM.
But, does the Foundation bring back enough money?
If the Foundation cannot effeciently support its own
operations, how can it poefficientlyribute to the
growth of student scholarship programs?
For now, students won’t see much of a change. Current scholarship funding will not decrease in any way.
With that said, scholarships might be headed for
trouble. If the Alumni Foundation and the university
as a whole do not secure more scholarship dollars,
MSUM scholarships will not be able to keep up with
skyrocketing tuition costs.
For today’s students, money certainly talks.
If another institution offers incoming freshmen scholarships that are $10,000 more than the scholarships
that MSUM is able to offer, how can we expect to
attract quality students?
MSUM is definitely one of the most affordable fouryear institutions in the state of Minnesota, but for students who have virtually no money saved for college,
scholarships make a huge difference.
While a 4 percent increase in the Alumni Foundation’s administrative fee might be necessary, students
should be able to trust that the extra money going into
the Foundation’s operation will be returned to the
students eventually, in the form of scholarships and
through the financial support of campus programs that
benefit students.
You might have to spend money to make money
sometimes, but let’s hope the Alumni Foundation
starts making more money soon. Tuition isn’t getting
any cheaper.

Illustrations by John Berdahl / The Advocate

Alyssa Schafer
Editor

‘High risk drinking is down’
In response to Ben Sailer’s
editorial “Alcohol posters mislead,” (Oct. 4, 2007) I provide
the following response:
1. The posters on campus
stating “most of us (57%) do
not drink to a high risk level”
demonstrates that MSUM has
made marked progress in our
efforts to address high risk
drinking. The data used in this
poster show that for the first
time since 1993, most of our
students are not considered
high risk drinkers.
As we continue our education and prevention/intervention efforts, we hope to see the
number of high risk drinkers
continue to decline. Consider
the following chart: (pictured
at right)
2. Ben’s editorial highlighted the important fact that
Moorhead is part of the Upper
Midwest, a region historically characterized by high risk
drinking. Yet, our efforts to
reduce high risk drinking of
MSUM students are having a
positive impact. That fact that
we are making positive progress, in spite of our geographic
location, underscores the significance of our progress.
3. Ben’s editorial suggested
that the posters are trying to
downplay the problems presented by alcohol by manipulating the numbers. The posters’ messages are based on
sound research conducted by
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Percentage of MSUM students who engage in high risk drinking (five or
more drinks for males/four or more drinks for females in a sitting)
•

Data from 1993 – 2003: CORE survey of MSUM students.

•
Data from 2007: Data source: 2007 College Student Health Survey,
random sample of 1357 MSUM students, 32.1% response rate, -/+5.1%
with 99% confidence level.

the University of Minnesota
Boynton Health Service. The
survey data were gathered
using a random sample of
MSUM students and resulted in a 99 percent confidence
level, plus or minus five percent. There is certainly no
manipulation of numbers.
Be proud of MSUM! We
have made great strides in our
efforts to educate our campus
community about high risk
drinking, to correct misperceptions of the campus norms,
and to provide intervention
services to those students
who need such services. We
are working to make a differ-

ence that ultimately results in
an improved learning environment and experience for
everyone.
Over the academic year,
you will see more posters and
postcards regarding MSUM’s
social norms. Perhaps you will
be pleasantly surprised. At the
very least, be encouraged by
what is happening as we work
to bring about a positive cultural change.
		
Sincerely,
Susanne Williams
Assistant to the President
Chair, MSUM Alcohol and
College Life

The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not necessarily those of the college
administration, faculty or student body. The Advocate encourages Letters to the
Editor and Your Turn submissions. They should be typed and must include the
writer’s name, signature, address, phone number, year in school or occupation
and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m. Monday and can be sent to
MSUM Box 130,
dropped off in The Advocate office
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.
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Irritated columnist says it’s all in the name
There I was, watching Sex
& the City the other day, and
I noticed something that I
quickly became irritated with.
The episode was the one
where Big keeps calling Carrie,
and she’s angry with him for
“calling my house and harassing my boyfriend! I have a life,
a boyfriend, and none of this
involves you!” She rails on
and on at Big about his evils
and about how good her boyfriend, Aidan, is.
In this day and age, when
men are referred to as “men”
when they are teenagers, and
women are “women” as long
as they’re over the age of 16,

why do we continue to use the
very ‘80s sounding terms “boyfriend” and “girlfriend” when we
are in our twenties, thirties and
beyond?
To me, those labels, “boyfriend” and “girlfriend,” are
very teenager-ish terms that
should be reserved for kids
who wear letterman jackets and sneak smokes out of
their moms’ purses. They are
not terms that bring to mind
smart, sophisticated adults.
Whatever happened to

the days of “lady friend,”
“gentleman caller” or even
“beau?” I think these words
are much more grown-up and
even have an elegant ring to
them. In Spanish class, I was
informed that in Mexico, they
use the words “novio” and the
feminine “novia” to describe
their serious significant other.
Maybe we could implement

those words.
Other such replacements
might include the humorous
“my man,” but never chauvinistic “my woman.” Maybe
even the worldly sounding “lover” pronounced
as “lovah.” Be careful how
you use that one though; we
don’t want people jumping to
conclusions on the nature of
your relationship, unless their
assumptions are true and you
don’t mind sharing that info.
I’m not neglecting you
engaged folks out there. If you
find the word “fiancée” obnoxious or annoying, as Elaine
did on a memorable episode

of Seinfeld, you might use the
even more obnoxious-sounding “betrothed.” If you’re looking to go old-school but not
Old World, try “my intended.” It sounds sophisticated to
untrained ears.
Now, I imagine you won’t
all be going out and calling
up your lady friends and gentleman callers and educating
them on a point or two after
reading this, but I thought that
I could help by giving suggestions on a problem that clearly
needs attention.
Betrothed?
E-mail Kveno
at kvenosa@mnstate.edu.

Excess homework

Take the tofu challenge
I’m always up for a good
challenge. When that challenge is giving up a lifestyle
choice you’ve been making
for decades, though, that can
become pretty tough.
For a project in a sociology
class, I was to boycott something. After much pondering
of what “something” should
be, I decided to test my selfdiscipline and become a vegan
for a week. I researched meat
alternatives and realized that
there are actually quite a few
valuable resources in the F-M
area. I thought this would be
a breeze!
I did great for the first day.
The second day did not go

so well. The problem is that
I really love bacon. I did try
meat-free bacon, but I dearly
missed the dripping greasiness that I have come to love.
The other problem is that I
really like dairy products. As a
vegan, I wasn’t allowed to eat
or use anything that contained
animal products. I had no idea
that there were so many animal products in mainstream
foods. Even butter! This was
quite the challenge.

I learned that being a vegan
is not only healthy, but also
environmentally friendly. A
major source of deforestation
is related to cattle raising.
Another fact is that by not
eating meat, you are getting
your grains directly, instead
of eating the animal that ate
the grain.
I would like to challenge all
of you to do something that
you normally wouldn’t. You’d
be surprised by how much
you can learn and maybe even
gain respect for others in this
situation.
Vegan?
E-mail Huggett
at huggetam@hotmail.com.

My two new best friends have become my thin bright yellow,
and plump pink highlighters. For the past three weekends I
have stayed home doing homework on those precious Saturday
nights. It seems like this semester the homework load has dramatically increased, compared to my previous three years here
at MSUM. My friends have all said the same thing, “I have way
more homework this semester than I have had before.”
I even called a friend of mine in Mississippi, who said, “I
missed the memo about getting more homework and having a
crazy lifestyle this semester.” She brings up a good point about
having a crazy lifestyle. I want to be clear that I don’t mind having homework or even more homework than I had before, but I
am concerned about how well, or badly, students are balancing
work with school.
At MSUM, most students are not only full-time students, but
they are also juggling one to three jobs. I have worked for most
of my time in college, and I base the amount of hours I work on
past experiences in homework loads. So far this semester, I have
had to cut five to ten hours from work per week to try and make
up the study time. This puts me at 10 to 15 hours a week (almost
nothing) instead of the expected 20 hours. Many students plan
to attend graduate schools, so their GPA and the information
learned in undergraduate school are extremely important, but
so are having a roof over their heads and having food to eat.
I’m not sure what has caused this sudden influx in homework,
whether education guidelines have become more strict or new
educational mandates have been implemented. I do know that
most students must work to get through college, and if they
want to go on to graduate school, they are competing with
high GPAs and hot-to-trot resumes. We have to allow MSUM
students to have a little time to build up all aspects of higher
education, yet allow them time to sleep and to make enough
money to live off the forever popular “Top Ramen.”
Overworked?
E-mail Matson at wilsonle@mnstate.edu.

A&E
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Poets, Snakes, Politics…Oh my!
MSUM will host multiple visitors, activities today (Thursday)
Advocate staff reports
Students will have a plethora of on-campus activities to
choose from today (Thursday).
Unless indicated, all of the
events listed below are free
and open to the public.

Political Shenanigans

The day begins with a meet
and greet at 10 a.m. in the CMU
ballroom. Al Franken will
meet with students to learn
what some of the school’s student groups are working on
and to discuss his U.S. Senate
candidacy.
This visit is part of Franken’s
statewide trip as he prepares
for the upcoming elections in
November of 2008. Over the
past months, Franken has traveled all over the state, meeting
with activists and local officials and listening to the concerns of Minnesotans.
Franken entered the race
for the nomination of the
Minnesota
DemocraticFarmer-Labor Party for the
United States Senate on Feb.
14, 2007. The seat is currently held by Republican Norm
Coleman, and formerly held
by Franken’s friend, Paul
Wellstone.
Franken is well-known for
his Emmy-award winning
work on “Saturday Night
Live.” His creations ranged
from a self-help guru named
Stuart Smalley to portraying
the Rev. Pat Robertson in mock
“debates” on the show.
He also wrote for the big
screen, where his screenplays
included “When A Man Loves
A Woman.” He also wrote for
television, where he created
“Lateline.”
Since he left “Saturday Night
Live” in 1995, Franken has
used his wit to write “Rush

Limbaugh Is a Big Fat Idiot
and Other Observations,” a
satirical criticsm of right-wing
political figures, such as Bob
Dole, Newt Gingrich and particularly, Limbaugh.
He has also written the
“New York Times” best-seller
“Lies and the Lying Liars Who
Tell Them: A Fair and Balanced
Look at the Right.” In 2005,
he followed up with another
“New York Times” best-seller,
“The Truth (with jokes).”
For more information on
Franken’s MSUM visit, contact Dusty at dusty@alfranken.com. To learn more about
Franken himself, visit his Web
site at www.alfranken.com.

Snakes in the CMU

After hanging with a wannabe politician, students can
stick around the CMU for an
encounter with one of the
world’s most fearsome creatures.
Tom Kessenich, a native
Wisconsin herpetologist, will
present an educational program called “Snakes Alive”
at 11 a.m. This free program
is hosted by the Campus
Activities Board.
Kessenich has been involved
with reptiles for over 35 years.
He was head zookeeper at
the renowned Serpent Safari
Reptile Zoo in Gurnee, Ill.,
and also maintains a private
collection.
He says reptiles are a misunderstood group in the animal
kingdom. Snakes, in particular, instill fear in most people.
“The fear of snakes is a
learned behavior and has been
exaggerated by such things as
misrepresentation and myths,”
Kessenich said.
Kessenich’s goals for the
program are to help educate
the public and encourage har-

mony between man and animal.
He says reptiles are good
indicators of current environmental conditions, which
humans can learn a lot from.
Thus, when the world is no
longer safe for them, it’s also
not safe for humans.

McGrath series

Poet Sun Yung Shin will read
from her work at 8 p.m. as a
feature of the Tom McGrath
Visiting Writers Series. She
will also give a talk on the
writers’ craft at 4 p.m.
Both events will be held in
CMU 101.
Shin is a Twin Cities author
of “Skirt Full of Black” and
currently a Bush Artist Fellow
for Literature.
Born in Seoul, South Korea,
she grew up in a Chicago suburb as the adopted child of a
Polish-Irish-German Catholic
American family. This experience as a transcultural adoptee was highly influential on
her later work and the themes
and issues she addresses.
Shin went to school in
Boston and St. Paul and currently lives in Minneapolis. She
was an editor for “Outsiders
Within,” the first anthology of
transcultural adoptees written
by adult adoptees.
Her first book, which came
out in 2004 from Children’s
Book Press, was an illustrated book for children called
“Cooper’s Lesson.” It’s bilingual in Korean and English
and features the work of
painter Kim Cogan.
She also did some script
editing on the music video
“Twin Cities Bridge is Falling
Down,” directed by Kevin
Kamin featuring Birthday
Suits.
She now teaches English at
the Perpich Center for Arts
Education.
Shin’s essays and fiction are
anthologized in “Transforming
a Rape Culture,” “Echoes
Upon Echoes: New Korean

Senate candidate Al Franken

Herpetologist Tom Kessenich

Poet Sun Yung Shin

“24 Songs”

American Writings,” “The
Encyclopedia Project, Vol.
1, A-E,” and “The Adoption
Encyclopedia.”
She is the recent recipient of
grants and awards from the
Minnesota State Arts Board
and the Jerome Foundation.
Readers can keep up-to-date
with Shin by reading her blog
at www.sunyungshin.com.

can expect to hear a mix of
music from contemporary
and classic shows, including
“Fiddler on the Roof,” “West
Side Story,” “The Last Five
Years” and “Wicked.”
Artists participating in the
production include MTFM
co-founders Craig Ellingson,
Andrew Pankow, Angie Schulz
and Matthew Thibedeau.
Completing the cast are MTFM
newcomers and local favorites
Kathy Hanson, Brandy Lee
and Jo Marie Fike.
Tickets are $8 for adults, $7
for seniors and $6 for students
and children. All seats are
general admission and available at the door or by calling
(701) 237-5627.
MTFM is a new theatre organization aiming to produce
professional quality musical
theatre for the audiences of
Fargo-Moorhead and its surrounding areas.
Now in its second season, the
organization intends to stage a
mix of classic audience favorites, as well as contemporary
shows and local premieres.

“24 Songs” at 7:30 p.m.

Thursday’s events end
with a performance of Music
Theatre Fargo-Moorhead’s “24
Songs” at 7:30 p.m. in Glasrud
Auditorium.
This production will also be
performed at the same time on
Friday and Saturday.
“24 Songs” is a new musical revue featuring 24 of
Broadway’s best and most
memorable songs.
As with MTFM’s prior edition of “24 Songs,” audiences

Contact us
at advocate@mnstate.edu.
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Humanities professor returns as “Yadu” in audiobook
By DERRICK PAULSON
Staff Writer

“If you listen carefully, you
can still hear the duck inside
the wolf’s belly, because, if
you remember, it was swallowed—alive!”
So begins the story of “Peter
and the Wolf,” as narrated by
humanities professor Konrad
Czynski this past summer.
This educational CD is part
of the “Stories in Music” collection, which Czynski works
on with composer and director Steven Simon.
“Peter and the Wolf” is a
Russian folktale in which a
young boy is warned by his
grandfather not to go into the
woods because there is a wolf
lurking about.
Of course, the boy goes
into the woods anyway. He is
helped along the way by various woodland critters.
“In the original story, which
we stick to, the duck, in one

gulp, is swallowed by the
wolf,” Czynski said.
Czynski has previously narrated four other works in the
same series as this latest story.
“Mike Mulligan and His
Steam Shovel” was the first CD
in the series and gave music to
the beloved children’s book by
Virginia Lee Burton.
The next was a rendition
of the American classic baseball poem by Ernest Thayer:
“Casey at the Bat.”
Third in the series was
“Jaunita the Spanish Lobster”
(which has a Spanish version
available on CD) and fourth
was the German poet Goethe’s
“The Sorcerer’s Apprentice.”
“The Sorcerer’s Apprentice”
will be performed live with
the Dallas Symphony at the
end of this month.
“The orchestras usually
have, in their program for
the year, a family concert,”
Czynski said.

In the past, these stories in such a way that they feel
have been performed live they are part of the program,”
with the Buffalo Symphony he said.
Orchestra and the Harrisburg
Steven and his wife, Bonnie,
Symphony Orchestra, to name had a light bulb go off in their
a few. Although Simon direct- minds one day. “We had a reped the Washington Chamber ertoire to use, let’s not make
Orchestra for
it
silent,”
It’s an educational
25 years prior
commented
endeavor to
to this project,
Czynski, “so
encourage young
all the recordwe moved
people to think of
music as someings for this
it from the
thing that is not a
CD collection
record hall to
were done with distant thing—that it’s accesCD.”
the
London sible, it’s meaningful, it’s fun.”
Though
Philharmonic
Czynski
Konrad Czynski
Orchestra.
does the narMSUM Professor
“We
did
ration for the
this type of
live shows, as
presentation when we were well as the English versions
in the Kennedy Center in of the CDs, his name does not
Washington, D.C., for 10 appear on the programs or
years,” said Czynski of the album covers.
upcoming Dallas show. “We
Instead, listeners are intridid that basically from 1990 gued to find that “Yadu, the
to 2000. Our goal is to create a Famous Narrator” is the offibridge between the stage and cial voice.
the audience, and to do that
Czynski’s pseudonym was

“

given to him originally by
the Simons’ son, Basil, while
he was trying to pronounce
Konrad Czynski’s Polish first
name rendering of “Radek” as
an articulating child. Yadu has
stuck ever since.
Future CD releases include
“Swan Lake,” which already
has a music score and narration
ready, and “The Soldier’s Tale.”
“They have been really well
received with some very nice
awards in the educational
field,” Czynski said of the CDs.
“They are for teachers and
families. It’s an educational
endeavor to encourage young
people to think of music as
something that is not a distant
thing—that it’s accessible, it’s
meaningful, it’s fun.”
More information regarding
the “Stories in Music” project
can be found online at www.
magicmaestromusic.com.
Paulson can be reached
at kalvalin@yahoo.com.
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Football

WIDE LEFT

With three seconds to go, a missed field goal hands Dragons their third loss
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Dragons’ sophomore kicker Kyle Wilcox is perfect this season in
point-after-touchdown tries,19-19. On this 34-yard field goal
attempt, Wilcox pushed the ball wide left.
By RYAN STIEG
Staff Writer

It is often said that football
is a game of inches.
Unfortunately for the
Dragons, Kyle Wilcox’s field
goal attempt to upset Winona
State was just a few inches to
the left.
After storming out of the
gate Saturday against the
Warriors, MSUM could only
watch as Winona mounted a
16-point comeback and won
their eleventh straight game
over the Dragons.
After stopping Winona on
their first drive, the Dragons
did what they’ve done the past
few games: start off fast. With
great field position, senior
quarterback Dustin Long
and MSUM brought the ball
quickly down the field. The
drive then culminated in a 1yard touchdown run by junior
Jesse Larson. Winona would
answer back. A 50-yard gallop

by Randy Spring brought the
ball deep into Dragon territory, where Alex Wiese got the
Warriors on the board with a
3-yard run.
The Dragon offense now
started to shine. Passes to
sophomore Jabari Taylor,
who would later set a Dragon
record for catches in a game
with 16, and sophomore Enol
Gilles brought the ball to the
Warrior 8-yard line. On third
down, Long would hit senior
Bert Smith over the middle,
and Smith would make an
amazing one-handed catch for
the score, and a 14-7 lead after
the first quarter.
“We moved the ball well
with a balanced attack, and
we showed how good we can
be,” Gilles said.
After a Winona punt,
MSUM racked up even more
yards on offense. A drive filled
with catches by Smith,  junior
Bruce Green, and a 46-yard

run by Gilles brought the ball a Dragon record for completo the Warrior seven. Taylor tions (33) and passing yards
would then extend the Dragon (361) in a game.
A miscommunication on the
lead to 14 with an impressive
touchdown catch while falling kickoff pinned the Warriors
down.
deep in their own territory,
“Our key has been to start and a horrible snap on a punt
fast, and we are really coming went sailing through the back
along. It’s just awesome the of the end zone, resulting in
way we’ve been doing that,” a safety and extending the
head coach Damon Tomeo Dragon lead, 38-22.
said.
After the mistakes, the
Winona would come back. Warriors would recover and
A strong drive with long runs mount their comeback. A fumand passes led to a 8-yard ble by Long gave Winona the
touchdown pass from Drew ball back, and the Warriors
Aber to Tyree Burks.
would score again with a
Winona would get the ball, touchdown run by Andrew
and again drive the ball down Verbancouer.
the field, for another score.
The Warrior defense would
The Dragon defense denied come up big again, this time
the Warriors two-point con- picking off a pass from Long.
version. Winona would take The next offensive drive would
the lead just before the half on end with a 10-yard touchdown
a 37-yard field goal making pass to Drew Alexander. The
the score 22-21.
Warriors were within three
The second half started with points (38-35).
the Dragon offense coming out
The Dragon offense would
on fire, and with a little luck then kick it into gear once
on their side. A scramble by more. An impressive 32-yard
punter Dontay Holloway after run by Gilles, who would fina bad snap gave MSUM a first ish with 144 yards, helped
down. The Dragons would drive MSUM down the field,
take the lead
Nobody gave us a where Wilcox
again on 2-yard
chance today, but booted a 27we really showed yard field goal,
touchdown run
that
we are a great and making the
by Long. The
team.
This leaves score 41-35.
Dragon defense
a sour taste in our
would also stiff- mouths, and we just have to
“Enol continen in the second
ues
to play well,
get ready for next week.”
half, stopping
and our O-line
the
Warriors
has been really
Zach Cahill
on a big fourth Junior Inside Linebacker
great
making
holes, and protect
down.
After another MSUM defen- the quarterback,” Tomeo said.
The Dragons’ lead would not
sive stop, Long would again
march his team down the last long. Aber would drive the
field with two long passes to Warriors down the field, pickTaylor. The drive then culmi- ing the MSUM defense apart.
nated with a 5-yard touch- After a first down catch by
down pass to Green, and a Scott Sherman, Wiese would
two-point conversion attempt plunge through the Dragon
to Taylor. Long would also set line for a 10-yard touchdown,

“

and giving Winona a 42-41
lead.
The Dragons weren’t done
though. Long would hit Green
with a 39-yard pass, and
Taylor with two short passes, bringing MSUM into field
goal range.
With three seconds left,  
Wilcox’s kick sailed wide left.
After the game, the Dragons
were disappointed with the
result, but proud of their
efforts.
“Nobody gave us a chance
today, but we really showed
that we are a great team. This
leaves a sour taste in our
mouths, and we just have
to get ready for next week,”
junior Zach Cahill said.
Nobody was more proud of
the Dragons than Tomeo.
“I’m proud of our effort. We
never quit, and we never let
up. It was really nice to see,
and I’m very, very proud of
our team.”
The Dragons now hit the
road to play Concordia St.
Paul. Kickoff is at 1 p.m on
Saturday.
Stieg can be reached
at stiegry@mnstate.edu.
MSUM 41, WSU 42
MSUM
WSU

14
7

7
15

15
0

5–41
20–42

Scoring Summary
MSUM-Larson, Jesse 1 yd run (Wilcox, Kyle kick)
WSU-Wiese, Alex 3 yd run (Abbott, Ryan kick)
MSUM-Smith, Bert 8 yd pass from Long, Dustin
(Wilcox, Kyle kick)
MSUM-Taylor, Jabari 7 yd pass from Long, Dustin
(Wilcox, Kyle kick)
WSU-Burks, Tyree 8 yd pass from Aber, Drew
(Abbott, Ryan kick failed)
WSU-VerbancouerAndr 3 yd run (Wiese, Alex
rush failed)
WSU-Abbott, Ryan 37 yd field goal
MSUM-Long, Dustin 2 yd run (Wilcox, Kyle kick)
MSUM-Green, Bruce 5 yd pass from Long, Dustin
(Taylor, Jabari pass from Long, Dustin)
MSUM-TEAM safety
WSU-VerbancouerAndr 1 yd run (Rottman, Carey
rush failed)
WSU-Alexander, Drew 11 yd pass from Aber,
Drew (Abbott, Ryan kick)
MSUM-Wilcox, Kyle 27 yd field goal
WSU-Wiese, Alex 10 yd run (Abbott, Ryan kick)
TEAM STATISTICS
MSUM
UIU
First downs
29
27
Rushes-yards
35-125
35-158
Passing
362
331
Comp-Att-Int
33-50-1
27-51-1
Punts-Avg.
4-23.2
4-34.8
Fumbles-Lost
1-1
0-0
Penalties-Yards
5-50
13-109
Time of Possession
33:40
26:20
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING: MSUM-Gilles, Enol 21-143; Holloway,
Donta 1-6; Long, Dustin 7-5; Larson, Jesse 1-1;
Wilks, Jr., Pri 3-minus 3; TEAM 2-minus 27.
WSU-Wiese, Alex 16-97; Spring, Randy 452; Rottman,Carey 4-11; Aber, Drew 6-10;
VerbancouerAndr 3-9; Team 2-minus 21.
PASSING: MSUM-Long, Dustin 33-49-1-362;
TEAM 0-1-0-0.
WSU-Aber, Drew 26-49-1-314; Ross, Amir 1-20-17.
RECEIVING: MSUM-Taylor, Jabari 16-183; Green,
Bruce 8-90; Smith, Bert 6-66; Harris, Jovaugh 1-11;
Gilles, Enol 1-8; Zander, Tim 1-4.
WSU-Peters, Scott 7-129; Wiese, Alex 6-39; Burks,
Tyree 5-79; Sherman, Scott 3-41; Burkoth, Todd 321; Alexander, Drew 1-11; Skala, Nate 1-6; Spring,
Randy 1-5.
INTERCEPTIONS: MSUM-Schaumburg, Eric 1-0.
WSU-Perkette, Tyler 1-0.
FUMBLES: MSUM-TEAM 1-1.
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Volleyball spikes a split
By NICK WEAVER
Staff Writer
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Junior inside linebacker Jon Miller tears down a Winona State
player in the first quater of the game on Saturday.

Linebacker helps turn
football program around
By RYAN STIEG
Staff Writer

The last few years, the
Dragon football team has
been disappointing for both
the players and fans. With a 65 record last year, and a strong
start this season, things are
starting to turn around. One
of the big reasons is linebacker Jon Miller, a junior from
Goodridge, Minn.
Miller currently leads the
team in tackles, with 54. He
also leads the team in tackles
for loss with 7.5, and is ranked
eighth nationally in tackles,
and tenth in total tackles, as
of Oct. 1.
Miller played nine-man
football in high school. After
graduating, the only offer he
got came from a Theif River
Community College.
However, he still asked
MSUM if he could walk on.
“The main reason I chose
them was because they said I
could play,” Miller said.
There are different types of
linebackers. Some are aggressive, rushing the quarterback,
while others are more conservative, waiting to see what
action to take. Miller says his
instincts are key to his game.
“I really let my instincts take
control when I’m on the field.
Once I’m on there, I’m a different person. I get really intense,
and I try to get my teammates
excited,” he said.
Head coach Damon Tomeo
agrees with that assessment.
“Jon is very tenacious on the
field. He runs well to the football. He has done a great job
leading our defense,” he said.
“He’s a great kid. He cares tremendously for our program
and his teammates.”
Miller also tries to model his
on-field demeanor after Ray
Lewis of the Baltimore Ravens.
Miller loves to deliver crushing blows, just like Lewis.
“My favorite thing is
a big hit. Last year against
Concordia, they were driving,
and had the ball on our thirty.  
I sacked the quarterback, and
when he got up his head was
spinning,” he said.
If you ask Miller about
the trials of the Dragon football team, he’ll tell you how
much a win meant in his early
years.

“My favorite memory, so far,
was when we ended our losing streak my freshman year.
There weren’t many wins, so
that one was special,” he said.
However, he looks back
on those losing seasons as a
building block.
“It was tough, but it’s made
success more rewarding. It has
also helped me work harder
and become more dedicated
as a player,” he said.
Miller believes that many
things have helped the football program turnaround.
“We have a lot more experience. We have lots of good
players, and we’ve had the
same D for several years, so we
know each other well. Coach
has also emphasized passion
and accountability. I think that
has helped us be more responsible for our actions,” he said.
After school, Miller plans on
finding a career in finance. He
hopes to stay in the Midwest.
Even though his future is still
up in the air, Miller does know
what he wants Dragon fans to
remember him for.
“I’d want them to remember
me for being a part of turning
the program around. I take
pride in that,” he said.
Stieg can be reached
at stiegry@mnstate.edu.

The MSUM volleyball
team split a pair of games
at home last week, deafeating Bemidji State University
on Wednesday and falling
to Concordia University (St.
Paul) on Saturday.  
The Dragons made quick
work of Bemidji State on
Wednesday, winning in three
games. The scores were 30-23,
30-24 and 30-16. It was the
Dragons’ second meeting with
the Beavers this season; the
Dragons won the first meeting
in Bemidji in four games.
Junior Megan Norling led
the Dragons with 12 kills in
the game. Laura Tvrdik was
close behind with 11 kills.   
The results weren’t as
favorable for the Dragons on
Saturday, when they hosted
a highly ranked Concordia
University team. Concordia
started strong by winning the
first game 30-10. The Dragons
put up a good fight in the second game, before Concordia
took it by the score of 30-20.
The Dragons looked very

strong in the third game, winning it 30-20. But, in an exciting fourth game, Concordia
prevailed 30-25. The Dragons
fell behind early, but fought
their way back into it. They
pulled very close on several
occasions, but could never  
even it up.  
Junior Kelci Guenther led
the Dragons with 20 kills, Keri
Dowzak was second with ten.  
The Dragons now have an

				

overall record of 12-5, with
a 7-3 record in the NSIC
Conference.  
Head coach Tammy BlakeKath was happy with her
team’s performance, for the
most part. She was caught off
guard by the slow start in
the first game, but was happy
with how her team came back
in the later games.  

to Volleyball, Page 10

jon lambert / Advocate photo editor

Junior Kelci Guenther and the Dragons swept Bemidji State on
Oct. 3. The Dragons are 12-5 overall and 7-3 in the NSIC.
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Now Hiring

Looking for energetic students to
work early evening hours cleaning
office buildings. Shifts start after
5 pm and are 2 to 4 hours long.
Must be able to work Monday thru
Friday, with every weekend off.
Apply in person at PBS, 3431 4th
Avenue SW, Suite C.
The FARGODOME is accepting
applications for part-time employment in the following positions:
• Custodians
• Stage Hands
• Conversion Workers
• Cashiers
• Servers
• Warehouse Workers
Hours vary according to event
schedules. Applicants are encouraged to fill out applications at
the FARGODOME, 1800 North
University Drive, Fargo, ND> No
phone calls please. Equal
Opportunity Employer.
Old Broadway is hiring bartenders, doorman, day servers, and
night servers. Night servers start at
$6.00 per hour plus tips. Apply in
person at 22 Broadway, Fargo, ND.
Volunteer actors needed for the
Haunted Corn Maze. Free tickets
worth $100, $10 worth of food
each night, minimum $12 a night
plus benefits. Call Deb at 218585-4529 or 701-371-6841.

Travel

* #1 Spring Break Website! 4 & 7
night trips. Low prices guaranteed.
Group discounts for 8+. Book 20
people, get 3 free trips! Campus
reps needed. www.StudentCity.
com or 800-293-1445.
Spring Break 2008 Sell Trips,
Earn Cash, Go Free! Best Prices
Guaranteed to Jamaica, Mexico,
Bahamas, S. Padre and Florida.
Call for group discounts. 1-800648-4849 www.ststravel.com

Now Renting

Female seeking Female Roommate
to share comfy & quiet 3 bedroom,
1300 sqft home, near campus,
backyard, private room, hardwood
floors, free laundry and wireless,
$275 nodakwonder@yahoo.com
or 701.541.0016
2 Bdrm, ht&wat pd, balcony,
controlled access and coin op
laundry, off street parking. 1 month
free with year lease. 218-236-0375
or 701-491-7000.
3 bdrm near campus, $1000/month
utilities included (218) 287-1290

Misc.

PREGNANT? You have options.
Pregnancy testing, counseling,
limited ultrasound exams – Free &
Confidential. 701.237.6530 (Fargo)
or www.firstchoiceclinic.com.

YOUTH HOCKEY COACHES
NEEDED. The Fargo North Raiders
are looking for Squirt B coaches and
an assistant bantam coach. Contact
Mike Berg at 234-2455 or 234-9251.

Classifieds

volleyball, from page 9
“I thought the first game we
didn’t play very well at all,
but after that we came back,”
Blake-Kath said. “We need to
make sure that we improve
defensively, with controlling
the ball a little bit. I also think
that we can do a better job of
siding out. But other than the
first game, we came back and
played well.

“Concordia and Southwest
are the top teams in our conference, and we can compete
with them. We’re getting better every time we step on the
floor.”
The Dragons will go on a
road trip this weekend for
a pair of games. They will
travel to Fayette, Iowa, on
Saturday to face the Upper
Iowa University Peacocks.

The Peacocks have an overall
record of 4-16, and are winless
in the conference at 0-10. The
Dragons won the first meeting
this season with the Peacocks
on Sept. 8, in four matches.
The Dragons then travel
to Winona, Minnesota, on
Sunday to take on the Winona
State University Warriors.
The Warriors have an overall
record of 13-8, with a conference record of 6-3. The

lecture, from front
Chapman said, “If you read
the sociological writers of the
1950s and 1960s, they were
pretty unanimous about one
thing, religion was on its last
leg.”
Writers of that time saw the
world becoming more comfortable without Christianity
in practice.
Chapman brought up writer Richard Dawkins several
times throughout the lecture.
Dawkins is also a professor
at Oxford University and a
devote Atheist.
Dawkins argues in his book
“The God Delusion,” that “the
process of non-thinking called
faith is not a way of understanding the world, but instead
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Warriors won the first meeting
this season with the Dragons
on Sept. 7, in four matches.
“Winona has been playing
very well,” Blake-Kath said.
“They’ve beat some teams that
we didn’t think they would
beat, and they did beat us.
So it will be a good challenge
for us to go down and play
there.”
Weaver can be reached
at lilw_24@yahoo.com.

stands in fundamental opposition to modern science and
the scientific method, and is
divisive and dangerous.”
Chapman agrees that science can challenge religion,
but it can also be in agreement
with religion.
The idea of a faith component was shown in both
religion and science, just as
you cannot prove all causes in
science, you cannot prove the
existence of God.
Chapman
concluded,
“Religion won’t go away, and
it will reappear and reappear
even if you try to eradicate
it.”
Johnson can be reached
at johnsomic@mnstate.edu.
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honors, from front
Some of the benefits include
being close to classmates,
making studying a priority
and getting help with homework easier. Some professors
hold office hours in Snarr
and there are extracurricular
options within the dorm during which professors spend
time with students outside the
classroom.
Some students are already
experiencing some of these
benefits.
“It’s pretty cool living in
honors housing because
everyone on the floor is really
close,” freshman honors student Eric Lundberg said. “We
are all in the same classes and
are able to help each other on
assignments and with studying.”
Hamrick believes the program’s housing option leads
to greater community between
honors students and creates
many benefits that all honors
students should experience.
“When you integrate living
with educational goals students recognize the seriousness of education,” Hamrick
said. “Our goal in the Honors
Program is to model and teach
scholarship, leadership and
community.”
Although many students in
the Honors Program decided
to live in honors housing, some
opted out of this. Freshman
Logan Herold decided, after
joining the Honors Program,
to live off campus.
“I decided to live at home
because it’s cheaper,” Herald
said. “Also, I’m not social
enough to live in the dorms.”
However, Herald would not
be opposed to requiring all the
freshman honors students to
live in honors housing.
“I think honors housing
being required would be a
pretty good idea,” he said. “I
have some regrets not living
on campus. However, on the
other hand, I feel it should
remain a personal choice
because dorm life is not for

News

everyone.”
Other places around the
nation have already started
to implement living learning environments, and many
have entire dorms dedicated
to honors.
Additionally, MSUM used
to have such dorms, but in
recent years, it has not. The
Honors Program is attempting
to bring them back, so the idea
is by no means a new one.
Although the idea of requir-

ing freshmen honors students
to live in the honors dorms is
still up in the air, many feel
the benefits to the program far
outweigh any negatives.
“MSUM is a world-class
institution and we have to
offer world-class students an
opportunity for a world-class
education,” Hamrick said.
“Honors housing does this.”
Stulken can be reached
at timothystulken@hotmail.com.

Submitted photo

Snarr’s honors housing provides a focused student environment.
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Helping the pet population, one PAAW at a time
By BRITTANY KNUDSON
Features Editor

Instead of spending $200 or
more at another clinic, lowincome students can bring
their cat or dog to PAAWS, a
local low-cost spay and neuter
service.
The clinic, co-directed by
Laurie Magelky and Jill Lamp,
is a non-profit organization.
“We serve people who are
low or limited income, like
students, and we also work
with people who have barn or
feral cats,“ Lamp said.
According to Lamp, the
local organization started in
2004 when Magelky began
to transport cats to a vet in
Nevis, Minn., for about a year

and a half.
Dr. Ronald Goos, retired
from Mahnomen, Minn., and
other vets and technicians
offer their services.
In 2006, they moved into
their current space, which has
had one or two renovations,
including their surgery room.
The clinic gets its donations
from corporations and fundraisers.
“We’re doing a fundraiser
at the end of October called
‘Cookies for Cats, Donuts for
Dogs,’” Lamp said.
Atomic Coffee will be selling cookies for $2 and for
every $25 dollars, PAAWS
will give donators a coupon
for a dozen free doughnuts
from Sandy’s Donuts.

Volunteers at PAAWS
include pre-medical students
from NDSU, who assist in surgeries.
Everyone is welcome to
volunteer.
“We ask that volunteers
are over 18, or accompanied
by their parents, since we are
dealing with feral cats,” Lamp
said.
Jill Frederick, an MSUM
English professor, volunteers
in her free time. Her motivation has been helping the
sheer multitude of feral cats
left starving and homeless.
“One mother cat and a litter
of kittens can produce over the
course of seven years 450,000
offspring,” Frederick said.
More and more MSUM stu-

Brittany Knudson / The Advocate

Strays find a temporary home at PAAWS, left. Jill Lamp, co-director of PAAWS snuggles up to one of the
newly arrived, previously feral kittens, right. Charges for alteration are included in the adoption fee.

dents have visited the clinic.
Jill Hanson, a junior at
MSUM, brought her cat, Izzy,
in a month ago for surgery at
PAAWS after the clinic was
reccomended to her through
a friend.
Students who have pets,
Hanson said, need to be
responsible. “I think pet own-

ership is great as long as you
are willing to take responsibility for them. A major problem
is not having your pet spayed
or neutered and ending up
with a litter that you don’t
know what to do with.”
For more information visit
www.PAAWSproject.org.
Knudson can be reached
at Knudsobr@hotmail.com.

